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1658 so there is nothing he could have demanded that either of them would have denied him."1 When the dark days came and England was a suppliant instead of a master, Pepys could record "how everybody do nowadays reflect upon Oliver and commend him, what brave things he did, and made all the neighbour princes fear him." 2

But the glamour of his triumphs must not blind us to the fact that most of them were transient and unsubstantial. They rested on no secure foundation. He was attempting to put forth the strength of England at the same time by land and sea, a task to which, a hundred years later, France with her far greater resources proved unequal. His pressing need was a settlement at home, but with such a settlement foreign adventures were inconsistent, for they involved the maintenance at full strength of that army which formed his most difficult constitutional problem. They meant, too, a crushing burden of taxation, which daily increased the unpopularity of his government. Before his death it was plain that the burden was becoming too heavy for the land to bear, and the efficiency of the fleet and the condition of the seamen were deteriorating through sheer lack of money.3 Had Oliver lived longer he could not have surmounted these difficulties, for they were insuperable ; indeed he died at a fortunate moment for this aspect of his fame.

He was no conqueror in the vulgar sense of being inspired by a lust for conquest. But the purpose behind his work, though honourable, was impracticable. His vision of a protestant ascendency in Europe was a dream born out of due season. Protestantism, as we have seen, was no longer in serious danger, since the era of religious wars had gone for ever. Such a criticism, it may be argued, is wisdom after the event, for Oliver could not know that ; on the other hand he ought to have realized that protestant ascendancy meant English ascendancy, and that such a maladjustment of power would lead sooner or later to a

1 Hist., XV. 152.                            2 Dfayf July 12) 1607,

3 See Oppenheim, Administration of the Royal Navy . . , from 1509 to 1660.